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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable consideration of this application, as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion, is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-5 are presently pending in this application, Claims 1-5 having been amended 
by the present amendment. 

In the outstanding Office Action, Claims 1-5 were objected to because of 
informalities; Claim 1 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Meade et 
aL (U.S. Patent 3,005,385); Claims 1 and 2 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Inagaki et al. (EP 1 116 628 A2); and Claims 1-5 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§102(b) as being anticipated by Masakazu et al. (JP 2001-294087). 

In response to the objections to Claims 1-5, the noted informalities have been 
corrected herein. Accordingly, no further objection on that basis is anticipated. 

Amended Claims 1-5 are fully supported by the specification, drawings and claims as 
originally filed. For example, added recitations in Claim 1 are supported by the specification 
at page 10, line 26 to page 11, line 8, and page 12, lines 15-21. Also, Claims 1-5 are 
amended to correct informalities and simply to make them more consistent with the U.S. 
claim drafting practice and format. Applicant therefore submits that no new matter has been 
introduced. 

Briefly recapitulating, Claim 1 of the present invention is directed to a door mirror 
assembly. For example, referring to the non-limiting embodiment of Fig. 1, the door mirror 
assembly includes a housing H, a frame F, two fixation sections 1, 2 and an engagement 
section 3. The housing H has a shell 10 with a front aperture. Two fixation ports 11, 12 are 
formed on an inner surface of the shell 10. An engagement port 13 is integrally formed with 
the shell 10. The frame F has a main body 20 which is provided in the shell 10 and 
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configured to support the housing H. Two fixation elements 21, 22 are formed on an outer 
surface of the main body 20. An engagement element 23 is integrally formed with the main 
body 20. 

Further, as shown in Fig. 1 , the two fixation sections 1 , 2 are formed by rigidly fixing 
the two fixation ports 1 1, 12 to the two fixation elements 21, 22 with fasteners 31, 32, 
respectively. As shown in Fig. 5, the engagement section 3 is formed by elastically engaging 
the engagement port 13 with the engagement element 23. Moreover, as shown in Fig. 6, the 
engagement section 3 is positioned not to lie on an axis P defined by the two fixation sections 
1, 2, so that the rotational displacement of the housing H relative to the frame F can be 
restricted. 

Claim 1 of the present application recites "two fixation sections formed by rigidly 
fixing the two fixation ports to the two fixation elements with fasteners, respectively," and 
"an engagement section formed by elastically engaging the engagement port with the 
engagement element." Accordingly, only two rigid fixations with fasteners are required, the 
number of parts to fix the housing to the frame can be reduced, and manufacturing processes 
of the door mirror assembly can be kept simple. As a result, the production cost of the door 
mirror assembly can be reduced. 1 In addition, while the door mirror assembly in the present 
invention requires only two rigid fixations with fasteners, the two rigid fixations can provide 
adequate fixation strength since the rotational displacement of the housing is effectively 
prevented by the engagement section. 2 

The outstanding Office Action asserts that Meade et al. disclose a mirror assembly for 
a vehicle. Nevertheless, nowhere do Meade et al. teach or suggest "two fixation sections 
formed by rigidly fixing the two fixation ports to the two fixation elements with fasteners, 

1 See the present specification, for example, at page 14, lines 5-10. 

2 See the present specification, for example, at page 13, lines 3-11. 
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respectively," and "an engagement section formed by elastically engaging the engagement 
port with the engagement element." 

Instead, Meade et al. disclose, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, that a housing 7 is rigidly 
fixed with fasteners to a frame 19 at all of three or more fixation and engagement sections 
such as 21, 22 and 33. None of the fixation and engagement sections is formed by elastically 
engaging the engagement port with the engagement element. Therefore, in Meade et al. . the 
number of parts to fix the housing to the frame cannot be reduced, and manufacturing 
processes of the door mirror assembly cannot be kept simple. As a result, the production cost 
of the door mirror assembly cannot be reduced. 

Accordingly, Meade et al. are not believed in any way to anticipate the specific 
features recited in Claim 1 . 

Turning now to Inagaki et al. , the outstanding Office Action asserts that Fig. 7 in 
Inagaki et al. discloses a mirror assembly for a vehicle. Nevertheless, nowhere do Inagaki et 
aL teach or suggest "two fixation sections formed by rigidly fixing the two fixation ports to 
the two fixation elements with fasteners, respectively," and "an engagement section formed 
by elastically engaging the engagement port with the engagement element." 

Instead, Inagaki et al. disclose, as shown in Fig. 7, that a housing 82 is rigidly fixed 
with fasteners to a frame 76 at all of four fixation and engagement sections. None of the 
fixation and engagement sections is formed by elastically engaging the engagement port with 
the engagement element. Therefore, in Inagaki et al. , the number of parts to fix the housing 
to the frame cannot be reduced, and manufacturing processes of the door mirror assembly 
cannot be kept simple. As a result, the production cost of the door mirror assembly cannot be 
reduced. 
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Accordingly, Inagaki et ah are not believed in any way to anticipate the specific 
features recited in Claim 1. 

Turning now to Masakazu et al. , the outstanding Office Action asserts that Figs. 1-7 
in Masakazu et al. disclose a mirror assembly for a vehicle. Nevertheless, nowhere do 
Masakazu et al. teach or suggest "two fixation sections formed by rigidly fixing the two 
fixation ports to the two fixation elements with fasteners, respectively," and "an engagement 
section formed by elastically engaging the engagement port with the engagement element." 

Instead, Masakazu et al. disclose, as shown in Figs. 1-7, that a housing 12 is 
elastically fixed with clips 32 to a frame 16 at all of four fixation and engagement sections. 
Because there is no fixation section formed by rigidly fixing a fixation port to a fixation 
element with a fastener, adequate fixation strength cannot be obtained. Further, because all 
of the four fixation and engagement sections use fasteners (i.e., the clips 32), the number of 
parts to fix the housing to the frame cannot be reduced, and manufacturing processes of the 
door mirror assembly cannot be kept simple. As a result, the production cost of the door 
mirror assembly cannot be reduced. 

Accordingly, Masakazu et al. are not believed in any way to anticipate the specific 
features recited in Claim 1 . 

For the foregoing reasons, Claim 1 is believed to be allowable. 

Substantially the same arguments as set forth above with regard to Claim 1 also apply 
to dependent Claims 2-5, which depend directly or indirectly from Claim 1. Accordingly, 
each of the dependent claims is also believed to be allowable. 
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Consequently, in view of the above discussion, it is respectfully submitted that the 
present application is in condition for formal allowance and an early and favorable 
reconsideration of this application is therefore requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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